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Shine a Light! 











 
 





 

 

 

Using Epidemiology to Improve Maternal and Child Health 
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This presentation will probably 

involve audience discussion, 

which will create action 

items.  Use PowerPoint to 

keep track of these action 

items during your 

presentation 

 

• In Slide Show, click on the 

right mouse button 

• Select “Meeting Minder” 

• Select the “Action Items” tab 

• Type in action items as they 

come up 

• Click OK to dismiss this box 

 

This will automatically create 

an Action Item slide at the 

end of your presentation with 

your points entered. 

 



 

The Hitchhiker’s 

Guide to the Galaxy 
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• Computer: “I’m working out an answer to 

the Ultimate Question of Life, the Universe 

and Everything.” 

 

• Philosopher: “You’ll have a national 

philosopher’s strike on your hands!” 

 

• Computer: “Who would THAT 

inconvenience?” 
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Who would it 

inconvenience if MCH 

epidemiologists went 

on strike? 
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The Good News… 
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Improved Birth Outcomes 
• Percent of preterm births in the US 

declined for the 4th straight year to 

11.99% in 2010.  

• US low birthweight rate was 8.15% in 

2010, slightly lower than the 2006 rate of 

8.26%. 

• The US infant mortality rate in 2009 was 

6.42 per 1,000 live births, about 5% lower 

than the rate of 6.75 in 2007. 

•   

 



Other Good News 

• The birth rate for US teens aged 15-17 years in 

2010 declined to 34.3 per 1,000, a record low. 

• Life expectancy at birth in the US improved 

from 2008 to 2009. A child born in 2009 is 

expected to live 78.2 years.   

• In 2009, 83.6% of US children under 18 years 

enjoyed excellent or very good health, 

compared with 82.6% of children in 2008. 
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Still More Good News 

• The cesarean section rate declined for the 

first time since 1996. 

• Reduced vaccine preventable disease 

• Newborn screening has increased 

dramatically in past decade  

• Motor vehicle injury for child pedestrians 

dropped in half 
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AND YET… 
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Times are Tough 
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However, to End on a Good 

Note… 
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MCHB HAS A NEW DIRECTOR 
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Key Concepts of the MCH  

Life- Course Model 

• Today’s experiences and exposures determine 
tomorrow’s health 

• Health trajectories are particularly affected 
during critical or sensitive periods 

• The broader environment – biologic, physical, 
and social – strongly affects the capacity to be 
healthy 

• Inequality in health reflects more than genetics 
and personal choice.  
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2011 National Survey of  
Children’s Health   

• To enhance life course and social 

determinants content; 

– Modifications to existing questions 

– Adding new questions 

– Metrics to measure points along the life 

course trajectory 

  



The National Survey of Children 

with Special Health Care Needs 

• 40,243 completed interviews 

 

• Health and functional status 

• Chronic conditions and functional difficulties 

• Access to care, utilization, unmet need 

• Medical home 

• Satisfaction with care 

• Health insurance and adequacy 

• Transition to Adulthood 

• Impact on the family 



The MCH Epidemiology Course 

• Is scheduled for May 2012 
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THE CONFERENCE’S 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
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Dr. Paul Wise 


